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the future of the battery street tunnel

Recharge the Battery:  What is the future of the Battery Street Tunnel?
Recharge the Battery is a community driven initiative working to elevate public awareness 
and support efforts to explore alternative futures for the Battery Street Tunnel. 



Mission Statement
Recharge the Battery is a community driven initiative working to promote 
conservation opportunities surrounding the Battery Street Tunnel (BST).  
Through various public engagement programs and community outreach 
efforts we are working to elevate general interest in the past, present, and 
future possibilities for this under-appreciated infrastructural icon.

Recharge the Battery is working to demonstrate persuasive community 
support to advocate for the exploration of alternative solutions for Battery 
Street and the Battery Street Tunnel.  We are currently requesting that 
officials consider alternative decommissioning strategies that will allow for 
removal of the Alaskan Way Viaduct and the opening of the deep bore tunnel 
to proceed without delay, but suspend plans to decommission the BST to 
allow for a public visioning process regarding its future.
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Interim Timeline
The Recharge the Battery (RTB)  initiative proposes a three phase interim 
engagement strategy for the future of the Battery Street Tunnel (BST).

Kill the Fill (2017-2018)
• Conserve through public opposition to the current fill and seal plan
• Re-imagine the BST decommissioning without filling the existing tunnel
• Recharge through public consensus, without delay to current schedules

Explore Alternatives (2018-2020)
• Communicate with the local agencies to mothball the BST
• Prioritize public benefits focused on open space, conservation, access
• Explore social benefits that are non-tax funding and revenue-generating
• Secure funds to develop appropriate reuse solutions for the BST

The Revine: Miller Hull Partnership

Recharge the Battery (2020-Beyond)
• Refine the selection process for a new public vision for the BST
• Translate preferred public visions into an implementable solution
• Procure permits, secure funds, and finalize plans for the BST
• Finalize the collective realization of the Recharge the Battery Initiative!

“Our hope is to essentially hit the pause button 
on the Battery Street Tunnel portion [of the 
decommissioning plan] so we can buy some time 
to explore ideas that might prove to be better use 
of public space and a better use of public dollars...” 



Project Summary
The Battery Street Tunnel was completed in 1952 and has serviced the City 
of Seattle for over 65 years as the primary connector between the iconic 
Alaskan Way Viaduct and Aurora Avenue North.  

But after years of debate, the Viaduct Replacement Tunnel is complete and 
the current plans are calling for the Battery Street Tunnel to be sealed and 
filled with rubble from the demolition of Alaskan Way Viaduct, in 2019. 

Why are we not working together to consider alternative solutions for the 
Battery Street Tunnel to serve the City of Seattle for the next 65 years?

The fact remains that the future of the Battery Street Tunnel may still be open 
to consideration and with the ongoing support of local Seattle residents, the 
future of the Battery Street and its tunnel may still be...
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Cheonggyecheon River Restoration

Community Outreach
Recharge the Battery is committed to supporting an ongoing public 
conversation about the Battery Street Tunnel. 

In March 2017, Walk the Battery enabled nearly 1000 Seattle area residents 
to walk through the Battery Street Tunnel to share a unique walking 
experience and initiate a conversation about the Tunnel’s future.

In September 2017, Recharge the Battery collected over 40 unique 
community ideas to demonstrate public support and community vision for 
conserving the Battery Street Tunnel (shown on back).

Starting in December 2017, we are asking Seattle residents to sign our 
petition to ‘Kill the Filll’ and support our ongoing community effort to re-
imagine this valuable land inside and around the Battery Street Tunnel.

“Coming up with bold ideas is the kind of thing 
Seattle citizens do well and Recharge Battery 
is no exception. But getting them done takes 
political will as well as imagination...”

“Planned landscaping of future infill around the 
portals to the old tunnel should help...but it’s just 
leftover space. The real prize is underground. With 
a tunnel volume about the size of the top of the 
Smith Tower, Belltown could have it all...”



recharge the battery  
www.rechargethebattery.org/petition

        Facebook:   www.facebook.com/rechargethebattery
        Instagram:   www.instagram.com/rechargethebattery
        Website:      www.rechargethebattery.org


